
 

Airport Roundabout Upgrade  

Construction Update – December 09/January 10  
New Gateway Motorway overpass 
Construction of the northern bridge abutment of the new 
overpass is ongoing and expected to be complete by mid 
December. Completion of the abutment will enable 
installation of the final ten Super T bridge girders on the 
northern-most span of the overpass.  
 
During installation of the Super Ts, motorists can expect 
short-term lane closures and detours of the roundabout and 
Gateway Motorway between 10pm and 4am. Detailed 
notification of these changes will be via electronic message 
boards, 131940.com and SMS traffic alerts.  
 
The next stages of bridge construction will involve 
concreting work to pour the deck slabs across the Super Ts 
and install edge parapets. The bridge parapets are concrete 
barriers that will run along the sides of the overpass. This work 
is done in preparation for later finishing activities, including 
laying pavement and connecting the bridge to the existing 
Gateway Motorway. 
 
This work will generally occur during the day, with the 
exception of work on the two spans above the lanes of the 
roundabout. Work on these spans will be undertaken at 
night to minimise traffic disruption, as short-term lane 
closures are required.  
 
New East-West Arterial flyover 
Piling and pier construction is ongoing for the 12 piers that 
will make up the new flyover. Piling has now commenced 
within the Serpentine Road site and will be ongoing 
throughout December. Night work will include crane 
operations and pre-drilling so that the piles can be driven 
during the day. This work is undertaken at night to minimise 
risk to public safety while the piles, each measuring up to 12 
metres in length, are lifted into place. 
 
There are four piers to be constructed within the area near Serpentine Road. Piling will be followed by construction 
of pilecaps, piers and pier flares. The positioning of two of the piers will necessitate a minor relocation of the 
entrance into Serpentine Road and the realignment of the Gateway Motorway on-ramp. �
 
Construction of the western bridge abutment is ongoing and includes the installation of controlled modulus columns 
(CMCs) to strengthen the ground in the area in front of the Airport Roundabout Upgrade site office along East-West 
Arterial Road. The ground improvement work is expected to finish in mid December, enabling construction of the 
retaining walls to commence. 
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Airport Drive 
Preparatory work including the relocation of services, earthwork and 
pavement installation will be undertaken for the widening of the 
southbound approach from Airport Drive onto the Gateway Motorway 
 
In the new year this work will also take place on Airport Drive in 
preparation for the realignment of eastbound traffic to the north. Lane 
closures will occur at night in order to remove the grass trees that line 
Airport Drive. The trees will be cared for until their relocation to an 
alternative site within Airport Land in 2010. 

 
Culvert extension – Hedley Avenue drain  
Temporary earth bunds have been placed at the Hedley Avenue drain to 
enable flood mitigation work to occur in preparation for the widening of 
East-West Arterial Road. During December some mangroves will be 
removed from the drain on the northern side of the construction haul road. 
All work around water ways is done in accordance with relevant approvals 
and under strict environmental controls. 

 
Services relocation work  
The relocation of essential services including electricity, sewerage, water 
and telecommunications is ongoing throughout the precinct, including East-
West Arterial Road, Gateway Motorway, Airport Drive and Nudgee Road. Where road and footpath crossings are 
necessary, work will occur at night to minimise traffic disruption.  

 
Nudgee Road  
Site establishment work will be ongoing this month in preparation for construction of the spoil handling facility shed on 
Nudgee Road. Piling will also commence to create the foundations for the shed. 

 
Installation of footings along the southern side of Schulz Canal will begin this month in preparation for construction of 
the overland conveyor system that will transport spoil from the Tunnel Boring Machine tunnelling operations in Kalinga 
Park to Nudgee Road where it will be removed by trucks. 

 
Work is ongoing to install a signalised intersection at the site entry off Nudgee Road. During December this will include 
barrier placement, asphalting, line marking and trenching to install underground cables.  
 
What to expect: 
·  Traffic diversions, stoppages and short term lane closures under traffic control, as required 
·  Excavation and earthwork 
·  Removal of vegetation in accordance with strict environmental approvals 
·  Delivery of equipment and materials, including concrete 
·  Construction noise including reversing alarms, operation of piling rigs, cranes and other machinery  
·  Movement of heavy machinery between the ARU sites 
·  Night work including Super T installation, deck slab and parapet work on the new Gateway Motorway 

overpass; crane operations and pre-drilling for piling work; service relocations; and preparatory work on 
Airport Drive. 

 
Work will generally occur between 6.30am and 6.30pm Monday to Saturday, except where specified above and 
where work must be undertaken on roadways at night to minimise disruption to traffic.  
 
Keeping you informed  
If you would like more information about upcoming construction activities please call the Airport Roundabout 
Upgrade Community Relations Team (Ruth & Rebecca) on 1800 721 783 to organise an appointment.  

CHRISTMAS WORKING HOURS 
 

The Airport Link project will 
cease operations over the 

Christmas period from 
Thursday 24 December 2009, 
returning to work on Monday 4 

January 2010. 
 

The project wishes the local 
community a very  
Merry Christmas. 

 


